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Leukocytosis in Dementia Precox.— Zimmerman ( Ztschr. f. d. ges. 
Neur. u. Psych., 1914, xxii, No. 3) made examinations on 50 cases of 
dementia precox in various stages of the disease. In 96 counts there was 
leukopenia 41 times and an increase in the white cells 46 times. Normal 
values were seen in only 9 or 10 per cent. Quantitatively the findings 
point to an increase in the mononuclear elements generally at the 
expense of the neutrophilic cells. The eosinophiles may reach 10 per 
cent, or over and the large mononuclears 11 to 15 per cent. Monocu- 
clear elements are frequently 30 to 40 per cent., and even reached 60 
per cent. In one instance the formula was: small mononuclears, 71 
per cent.; large mononuclears, 5 per cent.; polymorphonuclears, 22 per 
cent. With a relative leukocytosis there is always a lymphocytosis. 
This was absent in only one instance. Generally the increase in small 
lymphocytes is not very much over the normal, but may be marked. 
In two-thirds of the cases there was pronounced eosinophilia and occa¬ 
sionally a moderate basophilia. In any case the lymphocytes, large 
mononuclears, and eosinophiles show little variation, while the total 
white count may vary a great deal. These findings are of no prognostic 
value. Eosinophilia was most marked in cases showing outspoken 
dementia. 


Newer Protein Reactions in Spinal Fluid; Their Value and Relation 
to Antibody Content. — Kafka and Rautenberg ( Ztschr. f. d. ges. Neur. 
u. Psych., 1914, xxii, 4-5), using sufficiently high serum titre, found in 
spinal fluid of general paretics hemolytic amboceptor for sheep’s red 
cells in dilutions of yet to xV» independent of the globulin reaction, 
total proteins, and cell increase. These are only found in cases of cerebral 
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lues when there are meningitic symptoms as shown by cell increase, 
increase in total proteins, globulin fraction, complement content, and 
coagulability. As in acute meningitis the amboceptor goes away 
as the inflammatory process subsides. There exists no marked paral¬ 
lelism between protein and hemolysin reactions. Kafka and Rauten- 
berg represent these by a numeral in which the numerator indicates 
the antibody value, the denominator the strength of Phase I or the total 
proteids. In general paresis the number is greater than 1. In fluids 
from cases of general paresis a clouding occurs even at 30 per cent, 
saturation with ammonium sulphate, and in cases of acute meningitis 
a similar result occurs with 28 per cent. This protein fraction bears 
some relation to the amboceptor content. Quantitative proteins were 
determined with Nissl’s method. Kafka and Rautenberg consider that 
Phase I offers the best guide to the influence of treatment. 


The Action of Various Lipoids Isolated from the Endocrine Glands. 

—Iscovesco {Comp. rend, de l. Soc. d. Biol., 1913-14, lxxv and lxxvi). 
Ovaries: The lipoid found in ovarian tissue is the same in all animals 
and possesses the property of stimulating the ovaries and especially 
the uterus, and calling forth their hypertrophy. This lipoid, moreover, 
stimulates the thyroid, and has some regulating influence and hastening 
actions upon the growth of young individuals. Testes: Dogs were 
injected every other day in the cervical region with a lipoid made from 
testes. Such injections excite the testes very markedly, probably 
through centres in the spinal cord; the thyroid and kidneys are weakly 
stimulated. It stimulates growth in young animals while grown ones 
increase considerably in weight. Similar results are seen in man when 
given 2 c.c. of the lipoid subcutaneously every day. Adrenal Cortex: 
Lipoids from the cortex stimulate the medulla of the gland markedly, 
the liver and kidneys very little. It has a strong irritating action upon 
the skin; in man it causes tachycardia and hyperhidrosis; daily injec¬ 
tions of small amounts increase the general condition. Adrenal Medulla: 
This lipoid shows properties very different from those of the cortex. 
It is a mild stimulant to the adrenal and heart. Daily injections in 
man cause bradycardia and increased blood pressure. It makes the 
individual feel remarkably well and ready for work. From these obser¬ 
vations Iscovesco thinks that in Addison’s disease the asthenia, cardiac 
and vascular symptoms are due to medullary changes and the pigmen¬ 
tation results from primary or secondary changes in the cortex. 


Biological Studies on Eosinophilia. —This report of Weinberg and 
Seguin (Ann. de I’Inst. Pasteur, 1914, xxiii, 470) deals with the produc¬ 
tion of local eosinophilia by means of eosinophilotactic substances, 
given to untreated and immunized animals, as well as the relationship 
between local and blood eosinophilia and anaphylaxis. “ Local eosino¬ 
philia” was studied in the lids of horses after a few drops of the body 
fluid of Ascaris megalocephala had been instilled into the eye. Follow¬ 
ing this, resection of the lids occurred at intervals of from a quarter 
of an hour to ninety-six hours, and this material was studied histo¬ 
logically. Eosinophiles are found out in the connective tissues of the 
conjunctive as soon as a half an hour after the instillation and at this 



